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	NEWS RELEASE
Thursday 5th February 2009

	
	 


 ShelterBox in Gaza 
 Egyptian and French Rotary members assist in shipping vital humanitarian aid 
ShelterBox, an international disaster relief charity supported by Rotary clubs around the world, today confirms its continued presence in Gaza to provide emergency shelter to families who lost their homes in the recent conflict.  
Mark Pearson leading the ShelterBox Response Team reported from Gaza Occupied Palestinian Territories, Day 40, on the established need for boxes and the progress to date. 

“We have excellent contacts on the ground in Gaza with UNRWA (United Nations Relief and Works Agency) PRCS (Palestinian Red Crescent Society) and ACTED (Agency for Technical Cooperation and Development) who have offered to act as consignee for the packed aid currently at ShelterBox HQ.” 

Additionally ShelterBox has received support from Egyptian Rotary members who are now assisting with the deployment by helping to open channels through Egypt.
One ACTED staff member working alongside ShelterBox said, “It’s made me so happy to know about ShelterBox's  efforts, believe me this is exactly what hundreds of homeless families are in dire need for, especially when you know that such families live and sleep in the open air next to their destructed houses. Such boxes which include tents, sleeping bags and toolkits will be the first to enter Gaza."

ShelterBox General Manager Lasse Petersen confirms that the aid shipment of vital disaster relief aid to Gaza is ready to be shipped and all paperwork is finalized. 

 ShelterBox Response Team member and French Rotarian John Diksa, who is currently in Cairo, said, “Rotary clubs in Grenoble and Reims just launched a ShelterBox affiliate in France, so we are delighted that 30 of the first 200 boxes to be delivered to homeless families in Gaza are sponsored by French Rotarians.”
For more information & interviews with ShelterBox representatives please contact:
Sally Grint

T: +44-1326-569782 M: 07793-803643

E: sallyg@shelterbox.org
NOTES TO EDITOR
About ShelterBox

ShelterBox is an international disaster relief charity, and a global Rotary Club project, which exists to provide humanitarian aid worldwide in the form of shelter, warmth and dignity for people displaced by natural and other disasters.

Founded by Tom Henderson, a former Royal Navy search and rescue diver, ShelterBox started in 2000 as a project of the Rotary Club of Helston-Lizard, Cornwall. ShelterBox, now the largest Rotary Club project in the world, has raised over £25 million and responded to over 80 major disasters in 52 countries including the Indian Ocean tsunami, Hurricane Katrina and Cyclone Nargis in Myanmar (Burma).

Each ShelterBox contains a 10-person tent, blankets, water purification and cooking equipment, basic tools, a stove and other essential equipment. Every box is individually numbered and can be tracked by donors. Each box costs £490 including the cost of all materials, packing, storage, transport worldwide and distribution to the needy. Best value is achieved by working closely with leading suppliers, all items being obtained at below trade price. Assuming six month’s use, this equates to shelter and warmth for less than 30 pence per person per day.
All aid delivery is undertaken by international volunteer ShelterBox Response Team members who have carried out extensive training with ShelterBox. By working with local Rotary clubs in the countries where disasters have occurred, ShelterBox is often able to get aid where it is needed faster than any other organization.
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